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Dear SCAPHON
Is it just me or does anyone else feel like the fall is the marker of a new year? It must stem
from childhood and the start of the school year, but for me the fall just hold the promise of
new potential even more than the traditional January New Year.
I hope this fall finds you all healthy and well. We continue to weather life with COVID
including this summer vacation season where many of us who were successfully able to avoid
COVID finally succumbed to infection. It seems COVID has just become a part of normal life
that we must navigate along with all the other things in our world we are balancing. This year
SCAPHON was able to successfully balance our new normal with the expected. We returned
to IN PERSON conference this June and I must say it was excellent like normal. The Omni
resort was a gracious host and the individuals that attended had an opportunity to experience
the excellence that is associated with our annual conference. We had a wide range of experts
that shared their knowledge with plenty of time to network, socialize and relax at the Omni’s
world class resort. The board worked tirelessly to deliver the conference that we all view as
“normal”, and I was so proud to be a part of that.
Another return to normal is APHON’s annual conference, which is set to be both in person
and virtually. I am really looking forward to connecting with my friends and colleagues from
around the world in West Palm Beach, Florida. The lineup of keynotes, concurrent sessions,
townhalls and symposia looks exciting. If you plan on attending in person, let me know, I
would love to hang out with you at APHON after dark or over lunch!
Our next quarterly is set for October at Spaghettini’s. We look forward to continuing to offer
the same great content you normally expect from us, and we have already started planning
our annual conference. Mark your calendars to join us in Palm Springs in June!
As always, I would love to hear your suggestions, email me at SCAPHONPREZ@gmail.com

Be well

Kasey Rangan, President
Kasey Rangan MSN, CPNP, CPHON
SCAPHON PRESIDENT
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Opportunities for Professional Growth

Make sure you are up-to-date on trends and best practices
to help your patients and their families.

Association of
Pediatric
Hematology/Oncology Nurses
47th Annual Conference & Exhibit:
Huntington Convention Center of Cleveland

Cleveland, Ohio

September 21-23, 2023
https://aphon.org/meetings/future-conferences

The SCAPHON SCOOP
Published by
The Association of
Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Nurses
Southern California Chapter
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10 CNE per year (Included in APHON Membership)
Self-Paced Online Courses
Online Journal Articles
Live Events (Webinars, Virtual Conferences)
Educational Activities
Maintained Transcripts of All Learning Activities
Exams and Evaluations to Earn CNE
Catalog of Educational Content
Quickly Access CNE Certificates
One Convenient Location
Visit APHON’s ACE Center for
Continuing Education

https://aphon.org/education/pediatric-hematology-oncologyeducation

Pediatric Chemotherapy/Biotherapy Provider Course —
Virtually from California
Thursday, November 03, 2022 - 08:00am
Friday, November 04, 2022 - 05:00pm
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Contact: Rachel Hernandez 559.999.1329
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Quarterly Meetings
Conference Information
Scholarships

SCAPHON Website Features
 Board Members
 Downloadable copy of our newsletter
 Quarterly Dinner Meeting Flyer

Contact:
Sara Vang @ website@SCAPHON.org
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Education Corner
Sharon Bergeron, RN, BSN, CPON, Research Educator,
Hyundai Cancer Institute, CHOC Children’s Hospital

Utilizing a Unique Small Molecule Inhibitor,
Gilteritinib, in the Treatment of Relapsed or
Refractory FLT3-mutated
Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML)
Gilteritinib is a small molecule inhibitor that targets and binds to multiple enzymes known as
tyrosine kinases, including FMS-like tyrosine kinase 3 (FLT3). FLT3 is a key signaling
molecule of lymphocyte development that plays an important role in cell differentiation and
survival. By binding to these receptors, Gilteritinib blocks an important pathway that
promotes cell division. This agent is FDA approved for the treatment of relapsed or refractory
FLT3-mutated acute myeloid leukemia (AML). The mutation of FMS-like tyrosine kinase
(FLT3) is seen in about 1/3 of patients with AML.
Survival in childhood AML has plateaued despite maximizing toxic standard chemotherapy
agents. FLT3 mutations in AML have demonstrated a poor risk subset according to previous
AML studies. AAML1831, is a study that is utilizing target-specific therapies that hope to
improve survival without increased toxicity. A potent oral FLT3 inhibitor, Gilteritinib, is
demonstrating superior activity and is reasonably well tolerated when given with conventional
chemotherapy in comparison to first generation tyrosine kinase inhibitors (TKIs) such as
Midostaurin and Sorafenib. It is hopeful that this study will demonstrate that Gilteritinib, will
provide a more superior, therapeutic benefit for FLT3 positive AML patients.

How is the Drug Administered to the Patient?
Gilteritinib is given po once daily. It can be taken with or without food but should not be
crushed or broken or chewed. It is best to take at about the same time each day. Gilteritinib
comes in both 10 mg and 40 mg tablets. If dose is missed, give dose as soon as possible on
the same day and at least 12 hours prior to the next scheduled dose.

Common Side Effects of Drug:


Skin rash occurs in approximately 30% of patients. This can also be a symptom of
Differentiation Syndrome seen in 1% of patients receiving Gilteritinib.



Febrile neutropenia



Anemia



Fatigue



Joint or muscle pain



Fever



Diarrhea/Abdominal pain/Loss of Appetite/Nausea and Vomiting



Mouth sores/Altered sense of taste



Insomnia



Headache



Dizziness



Changes in liver function and kidney function tests



Dizziness



Cough



Electrolyte Abnormalities: hyperglycemia, hypertriglyceridemia, hypocalcemia,
hypoalbuminemia, hypophosphatemia, hypokalemia, and hyponatremia.



May cause hypertension and QT prolongation



Rare Serious Side Effects include Differentiation Syndrome which can occur as
early as 2 days and during the first 3 months of treatment. Common symptoms
include fever, cough, trouble breathing, swelling of the arms and legs, fluid build-up
around heart and lungs and rapid weight gain.



Other rare but serious adverse events include Posterior Reversible
Encephalopathy Syndrome (PRES) and pancreatitis.

Special Considerations and Monitoring Required:







Gilteritinib should not be used with CYP3A4 inhibitors (i.e., voriconazole or
fluconazole) or with combined PGP (i.e., phenytoin) and CYP3A4 inducers
(i.e., phenytoin, phenobarbital).
Monitor skin for a serious rash that can develop on extremities, neck, chest,
and possible buttocks. The onset of skin rash can happen as early as 2 days
to 3 months after starting Gilteritinib treatment. Generally, the rash resolves
after treatment discontinuation or interruption.
Monitor labs for abnormal electrolytes and anemia.
Monitor vital signs for fever and hypertension.
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ELECTION RESULTS
Congratulations to our
New Officers!
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SCAPHON would like to recognize and thank our amazing group of
exhibitors for their support and commitment to nursing education.
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From the Scholarship Chair,
Lynn Schubert

Congratulations to our
Scholarship Recipients!
Thank you to everyone who generously donated to the SCAPHON Conference raffle. We were able to
provide six $1000 Survivor Scholarships at this year’s SCAPHON Conference. We received a total of 11
applications this year from a variety of institutions.
The 2022 SCAPHON Scholarship winners are:

Jasmine Bobadilla, Kaiser Permanente
Fontana
Winner, Denisse Heard Childhood Cancer
Survivor Scholarship

Andrea Ramirez Rincon, Miller Children’s
Long Beach
Winner, Eric-Stig Engblom Memorial
Childhood Cancer Survivor Scholarship

Vienna Lozano, CHLA
Winner, Amy Nishimura Memorial
Education Scholarship
Maryam Shama, CHOC
Winner, Gloria Velasquez Memorial
Childhood Cancer Survivor Scholarship

Mohammed Majrashi, CHLA
Winner, The SCAPHON Childhood
Hematology Survivor Scholarship

Ethan Sandoval, City Of Hope
Winner, Fight to Victory Childhood Cancer
Survivor Scholarship

Alexis Harris
Evan Milnes
Winners, Shawna Esarey Memorial
Scholarship

Christine Yun MSN, PNP, CPON
Winner, Kathy Ruccione Award for Nursing Excellence
Nancy Jopes Scholarship Winners – selected at our quarterly meetings
Michelle Criger
Dee Imai
Caroline Gordon
Please remember to encourage your patients and families to apply. We have an electronic application
process, scholarship applications can be submitted year-round on www.scaphon.org. Deadline for the
application process will be announced at a later date. Winners will be announced at the 2023 SCAPHON
conference to be held at the Omni Rancho Las Palmas Resort in Palm Springs, CA. And don’t forget to
nominate that exceptional coworker for the Kathy Ruccione Award!
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