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“This is a new year!  A new beginning and things will change so be ready to start something new for you 

are never too old to set another goal and dream a new dream!” 

It doesn’t seem possible but we have just completed the first month of 2018.  I hope that you all had a 

wonderful holiday season with your family and friends.  I believe 2018 will again be an exciting year for 

our SCAPHON membership.  Your board is working hard to initiate new ways to provide the most up to 

date education opportunities and new ways to stay in touch with our membership.  I hope you have 

been spent some time viewing our amazing SCAPHON Website that continues to be informative and 

keep you updated with quarterly education events, viewing the SCOOP newsletter and of course our 

annual conference brochure.  We have been utilizing email blasts to remind you about upcoming 

events being offered by SCAPHON!  We have moved into the age of technology thanks to our Website 

Chair-Anne Nord! 

I am so thrilled to start another year serving as your SCAPHON President. We ended 2017 with an 

amazing talk by Dr. Michael Pulsipher from CHLA on CAR-T Cell Therapy at the December Quarterly 

Education Dinner.  It was an attendance record and truly demonstrated that the membership wanted 

to know more about this type of immunotherapy being offered to cancer patients. We are planning 

more educations sessions based on your evaluation recommendations as we move forward and plan 

the 2018 quarterly education topics and speakers.  

Our next quarterly education meeting is on March 13, 2018 at the Claim Jumper Restaurant in Fountain 

Valley.  We are excited that we are partnering with United Therapeutics who will be sending Erin 

Armideo, a nurse practitioner from Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, to be our guest speaker.  Her 

talk is entitled “Treatment Considerations for High Risk Neuroblastoma.”  I hope all of you will be able 

to join us for dinner and hear her expertise in the use of a key agent, Unituxin, utilized in the treatment 

of high risk neuroblastoma.  

I am also happy to report that the Board, under the leadership of Barb Buchbinder, our Conference 

Chair, has been busy planning the 2018 SCAPHON conference and the line-up of topics and speakers is 

outstanding.  This year will be the 32nd Regional Conference and will take place once again at the Hyatt 

Regency Mission Bay, San Diego on May 10 and 11th.  Our theme for this year’s conference is “Waves 

of Change…Oceans of Opportunity.  We should be posting the brochure on the website later in 

February. So mark your calendars because you don’t want to miss the opportunity to attend and 

network with your colleagues! 

A quick reminder to save the date for the 2018 APHON Conference-“Creating Connections, Shaping 

Tomorrow” will take place at the Savannah International Trade and Convention Center in Savannah, 

Georgia on September13-15, 2018. 

I hope all of you have a new beginning and goals set to reach your dream and be incredible nurses to 

your patients that you serve and consider professional opportunities within our chapter by running for 

an elected position.  A special thank you to the board members and you, the membership that I am 

privileged to serve.  Your passion and dedication is remarkable and greatly appreciated!!!  

Sincerely, 
Sharon Bergeron 

 

 



  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

       
 
  

SCAPHON Website On-Line! 

Our website address is: 
     www.scaphon.org 

 

The SCAPHON website features  

Information about: 

❖ Quarterly Meetings      

❖ Conferences 

❖ Scholarships 

❖ Board Members 

❖ Downloadable copy of our newsletter  

❖ Quarterly Dinner Meeting Flyer  

❖ And now the conference brochure! 

Please visit our website often! 

Email our Webmaster with changes to your 
profile 
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Opportunities for Professional Growth 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  
WWEESSTT  CCOOAASSTT  SSIICCKKLLEE  CCEELLLL  NNUURRSSEESS    

CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE  22001188    
Friday September 28, 2018 

 
RN/NP $ 65 / Student nurse $50 

(Lunch Included) 
5 CEU’s 

Saban Auditorium 
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 

 
Questions:  dharris@chla.usc.edu 

tpeterson@chla.usc.edu 

 

42nd Annual Conference and Exhibit 
September 13-15, 2018  

Savannah, GA 

SAVE THE DATE!  
 

CPHON® Review Course 
    

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 
Tuesday, March 6, 2018 

0800-1630 
 

8 CEUs Offered 
Cost for non-CHLA employees: $125 

LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED 
 

To register or for any question, please email: 
Diane Atounji @ daltounji@chla.usc.edu by February 9th, 2018 

 

 

 

        

Children’s Hospital of Orange County 
Thursday, March 8, 2018 

9:30 am – 6:00 pm 
 

7.5 CEUs Offered 
Cost for non-CHOC employees : $125  
 Or $215 w/APHON Essentials Book 

LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED 
 

To register or for any questions, please email: 
Casey Koerner at ckoerner@choc.org 

Register by February 26, 2018 

 

APHON Pediatric Chemotherapy/Biotherapy  
Provider Course 

 

13.75 Contact Hours 
Pediatric Chemo/Biotherapy Provider Card 

 

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 
April 11-12, 2018 (Register by 3/12/17) 

 
$150 CHLA employees / $300 Non-CHLA employees 

 
To register, contact Maria Velasco at (323) 361-1677 or at 

mvelasco@chla.usc.edu 

 

 

  

[Grab your reader’s attention with a great quote 
from the document or use this space to 
emphasize a key point. To place this text box 
anywhere on the page, just drag it.]  

ADVANCES in NEUROBLASTOMA RESEARCH 
Includes a ½ day Nursing Symposium   
For more information: www.ANR2018.org 

http://www.scaphon.org/
mailto:daltounji@chla.usc.edu
mailto:ckoerner@choc.org
mailto:mvelasco@chla.usc.edu


 

 
 

 

 

Targeted Immunotherapy: Testing a Novel Monoclonal Antibody, VX15/2503, in 

Children, Adolescents and Young Adults with Recurrent or Relapsed Solid Tumors, 

excluding CNS tumors.    

VX15/2503 is a novel immune-modulating, humanized monoclonal antibody that targets 

or binds specifically to the semaphorin 4D (SEMA4D; CD100) antigen.  SEMA4D is 

broadly expressed in many human cancers and its expression correlates with invasive 

human disease.  A high level of SEMA4D is correlated with poor prognosis and overall 

disease free survival. Antibody blockade of SEMA4D delays tumor growth and promotes 

durable tumor rejection in preclinical colon and breast cancer models and osteosarcoma 

tumor cell lines have demonstrated an overexpression of SEMA4D and reduced tumor 

growth was seen when treated with VX15/2503.  Inhibition of SEMA4D represents a 

novel mechanism to promote functional immune infiltration in the tumor and inhibit 

tumor progression.  This agent was well tolerated when given to adults with the most 

common treatment related side effects being nausea and fatigue.  

VX15/2503 is currently be studied in the COG Phase I/2 trial, ADVL1614.  The Clinical 

Protocol Sponsor in collaboration with COG is Vaccinex, Inc.  This agent has 

demonstrated anti-tumor effects on osteosarcoma cell lines which have an over-

expression of SEMA4D, the targeted antigen for this agent.  There have been no prior 

pediatric studies utilizing this agent to date.   

How is the Drug Administered to the Patient? 
VX15/2503 is administered intravenously over 60 minutes on Days 1 and 15 of a 28 day 

cycle.  The starting dose is 20 mg/kg which is considered dose level 1.  A cycle of therapy 

is considered to be 28 days.  A cycle may be repeated for a total of 13 cycles, total 

duration of therapy is approximately 12 months.  Cycles can be repeated if the patient 

doesn’t experience a dose limiting toxicity or progressive disease.  Pre-medications with 

Benadryl and Tylenol will be started if the patient experiences an infusion reaction with 

the previously administered dose. 

Education Corner 
Sharon Bergeron, RN, BSN, CPON, Research Educator, 
Hyundai Cancer Institute, CHOC Children’s Hospital 
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Common Side Effects of Drug: 

▪ Infusion reactions (fever, chills, tachycardia, flushing with urticarial, 

hypotension, weakness or lack of energy and strength, headache) that could become 

severe. 

▪ Hypersensitivity/Anaphylaxis 

▪ Nausea and vomiting 

▪ Fatigue 

▪ Elevated liver function tests 

In cases of severe infusion reactions, notify the physician; the infusion should be 
stopped and appropriate medical treatment should be administered such as steroids, 
epinephrine, bronchodilators and oxygen. 

 
Special Considerations and Monitoring Required: 

▪ Patients are monitored for signs and symptoms of infusion reactions during the 

drug infusion and for 4 hours after completion of the agent.  Vital signs are done 

every 15 minutes during the infusion and every 30 minutes thereafter during the 

monitoring period.  NOTE: if the initial dose is well tolerated subsequent doses 

will require patients to be monitored for 1 hour after completion of the agent 

instead of the 4 hour requirement. Monitor for infusion reactions and be 

prepared to administer emergency medications/oxygen as ordered if patient 

experiences a severe infusion-related reaction. 

▪ The agent, VX15/2503 should be protected from light. 

▪ Monitor Chemistry Panels for increased liver function tests.   

▪ Monitor patient for GI symptoms such as nausea and vomiting.  
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From the SCAPHON Conference Planning Chair… 
Barbara Buchbinder 

SAVE THE DATE!  
 SCAPHON’S 32nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE    

Waves of Change…. Oceans of Opportunity 

May 10-11, 2018  

 

 THE HYATT REGENCY  

Mission Bay, San Diego   
 

 

Association of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Nurses 
Southern California Chapter 

 
Cordially invites you to attend our 2018 Quarterly Dinner Meetings and Educational Forums 

http://www.scaphon.org/quarterly-lecture 

 
6:30 pm, March 13, 2018 

6:30 pm, September 11, 2018 
6:30 pm, December 11, 2018 

 
Claim Jumper Restaurant 

Fountain Valley 
18050 Brookhurst St. 

Fountain Valley    
(714) 963-6711 

 
 

 

http://www.scaphon.org/quarterly-lecture


 
 SCAPHON SCOOP                               Page 6 

Volume 23, Number 1                                                                                      March 2018
  

To Apply On-Line: 

Complete the Scholarship application online by going to www.scaphon.org 

click on the scholarship/awards tab and then click the blue apply now tab. 
 

http://www.scaphon.org/scholarships-and-award-programs/ 

Applications must be uploaded by April 1st of each year. 

 

Funding for SCAPHON’s Scholarship and Awards Programs is made possible through the efforts of board members, 

the APHON/SCAPHON and general membership, and the generous financial support of our raffle sponsors and other 

donators. 

From the SCAPHON Scholarship Chair… 
Kasey Rangan 
 

Happy 2017 fellow SCAPHON members! Before you know it, our next conference will be upon us. The board is working hard to whip up 

another great event for all of us. I always look forward to our conference with its educational lectures, fun networking, the wine and 

cheese reception, the raffles. Did you know the raffle supports our scholarships?  

This year SCAPHON has launched a new and technologically improved website. One of the major improvements this year is the 

capability for the electronic submission of both our scholarship applicants and the nominations for Kathy Ruccione award. It’s super 

easy, I promise. Just go to www.scaphon.org and click on scholarships & awards and the ability to submit scholarship application or 

upload a KR award nomination is on that page. Contact me if you have any questions about the new and improved process. Call me at 

323 361 6053 or email me at scholarships@scaphon.org.  

Now is the time to get the word out to your patients about the scholarships so they have plenty of time to submit applications they are 

due April 1. Also, keep in mind your colleagues that should be nominated for the Kathy Ruccione award. Are you a little unsure of who 

should be nominated for the Kathy Ruccione award? Well let me tell you a little about her and who should be nominated. 

Kathy Ruccione is the founding mother of SCAPHON. She created SCAPHON in 1982 and has been an active member of APHON for over 

30 years, most recently serving as APHON president. Kathy is a pioneer in pediatric hematology-oncology, with her accomplishments 

and awards too numerous to list here.  Basically, she is a living legend. This award was created to honor her pioneering efforts and 

celebrate her nurturing leadership style. We all work with a nurse(s) worthy of receiving this award. You know them by the extra effort 

they consistently put forth when working with their families or their exceptional team-work and leadership that makes the work place 

more enjoyable. I encourage you all to take a moment and think of that amazing co-worker so deserving of this accolade and nominate 

them before April 15.  

See you in May-  

 

Scholarships/Awards Available to Members 
 

Nancy Jopes Memorial SCAPHON Scholarship  
In memory of Nancy Jopes, SCAPHON awards three nursing scholarship opportunities  

to attend the annual SCAPHON Regional conference 
 

Kathy Ruccione Founders Award for Excellence in Pediatric Hematology/ Oncology Nursi ng 
To honor a nurse from our local SCAPHON chapter who exemplifies excellence in  

pediatric hematology/oncology nursing 

http://www.scaphon.org/scholarships-and-award-programs/
http://www.scaphon.org/
mailto:scholarships@scaphon.org
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Community Service Project 2017 

Jill Stites, Chair 

This year’s community service project supports OPERATION GRATITUDE 

WHO WE SERVE 
We send Care Packages filled with entertainment, hygiene, and handmade items, non-

perishable snacks, and personal letters of appreciation to U.S. Troops, First Responders, 
Veterans, Military Families, and Wounded Heroes & their Care Givers. 

 
Operation Gratitude started out in March 2003 by sending care packages to U.S. Service Members in combat zones. Over the 
years, we have implemented several additional Care Package Programs in response to developing needs within the Military 
Community. On December 7, 2013, we celebrated our ONE MILLIONTH Care Package… and before 2017 is over, we will celebrate 
sending our TWO MILLIONTH Care Package! 
 
Operation Gratitude annually sends 200,000+ care packages to Veterans, First Responders, New Recruits, Wounded Heroes, their 
Care Givers, and to individually named U.S. service members deployed overseas and their families waiting at home.  
 
Each package is filled with food, entertainment, hygiene and hand-made items, as well as personal letters of support. Our mission 
is to lift the spirits and meet the evolving needs of the Military and First Responder communities, and provide volunteer 
opportunities for civilians anywhere in America to express their appreciation to all who serve our nation.  
 

 

✓ Knit or Crocheted Scarves and Hats   

✓ Cool Ties   

✓ Paracord Survival Bracelets   

✓ Beanie Babies, Webkinz, or other Small Plush Toys 

(6 inches or smaller) 

✓ Hand Sanitizer (travel size with seal) 

✓ Drink Mix Packets (single serve, Kool-Aid, Crystal 

Light, etc.) 

✓ Socks (preferably black, brown, green, tan; not white) 

✓ Mouthwash (travel size with seal) 

✓ Cotton Swabs (travel size packets) 

✓  Tissue (individual packets) 

✓ Lip Balm (with extra seal) 

 

✓ Moist Towelettes (individual or travel size 

packets) 

✓ Sunscreen (travel size, non-aerosol) 

✓ Travel-size Toiletries (shampoo, body wash, 

lotion) 

✓ Batteries (4 pack, “AA,” “AAA”) 

✓ Entertainment Items (DVDs, CDs, new 

magazines, and paperback books) 

✓ Crossword and Sudoku Books 

✓ Jigsaw Puzzles (in small boxes) 

✓ Gum 

 

WISH LIST ITEMS 

For the December Community Service Project, we supported Operation Gratitude. This organization provides 

care kits and supplies to the military, their families and first responders. I am proud to report at the December 

Quarterly meeting we as a group donated 49 care kits, over 20 crossword and Sudoku books, 30 Beanie babies, 

multiple toiletry items, and letters of support and gratitude to our troops overseas.  

 

Thank you to everyone who donated! 
 

For the annual conference in May we will continue to support the military and first responders. Look in the 

upcoming conference brochure for more details. 

http://www.operationgratitude.com/marchtoamillion/
https://www.operationgratitude.com/express-your-thanks/handmade-with-love/
https://www.operationgratitude.com/express-your-thanks/cool-ties/
https://www.operationgratitude.com/express-your-thanks/paracord-bracelets/
https://www.operationgratitude.com/express-your-thanks/beanie-babies/
https://www.operationgratitude.com/express-your-thanks/beanie-babies/
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2018 SCAPHON Poster Presentation 
Application Form and Submission Guidelines 

 

We would like to invite SCAPHON members and SCAPHON conference 
attendees to share their work at the 2018 Annual SCAPHON Conference 

through Poster Presentation. There will be no Credit Units offered for viewing 
these education posters. 

 
*All poster abstracts must have already been submitted/approved for 

viewing at APHON/COG/ONS or other professional conference. 

 

A) Deadline for receipt of Poster Presentation Application is April 2, 2018. 
 
B) To Apply (Please Print or Type):  

1. Complete the Poster Presentation Application.  
2. Complete Poster Abstract. Attach CV or Bio Sketch of Primary Author or Presenting Author. 

(Presenting Author need not be the Primary, but must be able to speak to the entire poster). 
3. Return to: 

  
  Debi Mankame, MSN, RN, CPON 
  17765 Montezuma Circle  
  Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
   
            Or as email attachment (preferred) to dmankame@choc.org 
 
 
C) Poster Presenters will be notified of the SCAPHON Board decision no later than  
    April 16, 2018. 

 
Accepted Poster Presenter must confirm participation by April 23, 2018. 

 
For questions, please email dmanakme@choc.org or call (714) 856-1649 

 

POSTER APPLICATION FORM  
 

 
Title:   
 

 
Primary or Presenting Author: (Presenting Author need not be the Primary, but must be able to speak 
to the entire poster).  
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
First Name            MI              Last Name                             Degree 
 
 
Institution Affiliation:  
 

 
Poster Approved for Presentation at  APHON COG ONS  Other: ___________ 
 
Mailing Address:  
 
Best Contact – Telephone and/or Email:  
 
Additional Authors:  
 
  

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  April 2, 2018 
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RULES FOR PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS  
 

 

Expenses associated with the submission and presentation of an abstract are the responsibility of the 
presenter(s) (ex. Conference Registration, Airfare, and Lodging) 
 
Submission of an Abstract constitutes a commitment by the author(s) to present if accepted.  
 
The primary presenter must be a current member of and register at the SCAPHON Conference. Other 
presenters do not have to be a member of APHON or SCAPHON, but must register for the SCAPHON 
conference if attending.  
 
 
ABSTRACT TITLE 
 
 
AUTHOR NAME(S) 
 
 
ABSTRACT TEXT 
 
Background:  
 
Objective:  
  
Methods:  
 
Results:  
 
Implications for Practice:  
 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
Guidelines for poster presentation will be provided to authors of accepted abstracts.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  April 2, 2018 

 



Drug 
Hypersensitivity 

Reaction: 
a nurse’s 

perspective.” 
By: Natalie Prinkey 

RN, BSN 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 13, 2018 
6:30 p.m. 

 

Claim Jumper Restaurant 
Fountain Valley 

18050 Brookhurst St. 
Fountain Valley    
(714) 963-6711 

 
From the 405 Freeway: 

Exit Brookhurst and proceed south. 
Located just south of the 405 Freeway 
at the corner of Brookhurst and Talbert 

 
Parking is free and readily available 

 
SCAPHON Quarterly Meeting Registration Form 

Registration Deadline:  March 6, 2018 
 

Yes! I will be attending the SCAPHON Quarterly Dinner Meeting and Educational Forum 
At 6:30 pm on Tuesday, March 13, 2018 at the Claim Jumper in Fountain Valley 

  
Name: ___________________________________ Menu selection: Vegetarian Meat Gluten Free 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________ Phone: ________________ 
 
City: ____________________________________ Zip___________ APHON Member: Yes No  
 
Institution: __________________________________________ RN License #______________________ 

Please return this registration form by March 6, 2018 
Enclose registration fee of $25 payable to SCAPHON ($30 if postmarked after March 6, 2018) 

 

  
 

  

 

 

For more information, contact: 
Donna Quiroz 

Quarterly Program Planner 
Dquiroz@chla.usc.edu 

 

 

 

 

Association of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Nurses 
Southern California Chapter 

Cordially invites you to attend our 
Quarterly Dinner Meeting and Educational Forum 

 

“Treatment Considerations for  
High-Risk Neuroblastoma” 

 
By: Erin Armideo,  

MSN, CRNP, RN, CPON 
 

SPONSORED by  
 
 

 Approved by the California Board of Registered Nursing 
Provider Number 10530, for 1.0 Contact Hour 

 
At the conclusion of this presentation, 

the learner will: 
 

1. Discuss the Mechanism of Action of 
Unituxin 

2. Review Unituxin Dosing & Administration 
and Side Effect Management 

3. Review Clinical Trials Data and Important 
Safety Information 

 

Mail to: 
Donna Quiroz RN, BSN  

22334 Harbor Ridge Ln., #4 
Torrance, CA 90502 

 

Online Registration 

http://www.scaphon.org/quarterly-lecture/ 

 

OR 

Upcoming Quarterly Dinner and Education Forums: 
September 11, 2018 – Topic/Speaker pending 
December 11, 2018 – Topic/Speaker pending 
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Note:  If you no longer wish to receive the SCAPHON Scoop and wish to be removed from the mailing list, please contact 

Anne Nord @ ANord@chla.usc.edu  or mail notice to 2433 Bywood Drive, Glendale, CA 91206 

 

Anne Nord 
2433 Bywood Drive 
Glendale, CA 91206 

 

SCAPHON now has a page on Facebook! 

"Like" us to get updates on the events of  

our local chapter! 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 
 

SCAPHON’S 32nd 
ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE  
 May 10-11, 2018 

 

THE HYATT 
REGENCY Mission 

Bay, San Diego  
 

 

mailto:ANord@chla.usc.edu

